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executive board asked him to reimburse the Organization f m  carpool funds that he 
had apparently misplaced, an action that may have prompted him to resign thepost.2 
Simms subsequently assumed a new leadership position as the MIAs promotional 
director. 

To the President and members of the Executive Committee of The Montgom- 
ery Improvement Association, Inc. 

Dear Brethren: 

For nearly seven months 1 have labored and given my all to the association and 
the people of Montgomery for the cause of freedom. I have done my best in spite 
of many hinderances and obstacles placed in my path. In spite of the above road 
blocks and difficulties in my path, I have labored without stint and given my all 
to the movement. I have now, after careful consideration, decided that I cannot, 
under the present conditions, continue in the position as Director of Transpor- 
tation. I am therefore submitting my resignation to be effective at once or no 
later than Wednesday, October .31, 1956. In submitting my resignation I wish it 
known that I am not severing my association with the organization and that I will 
therefore continue to cooperate with all my heart towards the successful attain- 
ment of our goal of dignity and freedom for all. 

In closing, I wish to thank all who supported me in my efforts to effect a work- 
able transportation system for our people, for without your support and encour- 
agement I could not have gone on under the existing conditions of which I have 
had to work. 

Respectfully submitted 

(Rev.) B. J. Simms, Director 
Transportation 

[signed] 

TLS.MLKP-MBU: Box 30. 

divinity studies at  Oberlin College, Simms was ordained a Baptist minister in 1942 and received a 
master of theology from Oakland College. During World War I1 he helped establish a US0 branch 
for African Americans. In 1946 Simms became chaplain of Alabama State and later a professor of 
history, while serving as an itinerant minister on weekends. Simms was appointed chair of the trans- 
portation committee to reform the car pool system and served on the MIA executive board. He was 
among those indicted for his role in the boycott. 

2. W. J. Powell, Minutes, MIA Executive Board Meeting, 13 September 1956. 

From Walter R. McCall 

29 October 1956 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

McCall thanks King for recommending him to a Savannah church and indicates 
that two other churches are considering him as well. Several months 1aterAtlantaS 
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Providence Baptist Church called him to its pulpit. McCall also praises fellow Baptist 

State College S Week of Prayer,' 

30 Oct 
preacher and Morehouse graduate Charles Morton for his service during Fort Valley '956 

Dear Mike, 

Thanks Ole Timer for the letter of recommendation. It was good and interest- 
ing. I hope it pays off. But if not, I do hope I can land at Providence in Atlanta or 
in the Ebenezer in Athens. Preferably Athens. I Think it has greater promise than 
either of the former. I have preached at all but First AB in Savannah. 

All things are going smoothly, but work seems to hit me on all sides. We have 
just completed our Week of Prayer here, led by Chuck Morton. Believe me when 
I tell you: Morton has it. He needs to be heard by our people, and the American 
people at-large. Mike, Morton has it! He has established himself here in immea- 
surable fashion! 

Norma is doing fine now since we have moved from the one room to a home 
of our own. Time will not permit me to say too much. Will write more later. 

Remember not to become confident of WHITE PEOPLE collectively. They 
have no love in their hearts for Negroes. Stay out of public alone. Take no 
chances at any time. 

Norma joins me in sending a hello to the family. With all good wishes for a 
good year ahead, I am 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Mac 
A Pal 

{WRMI 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 17. 

I .  Charles E. Morton (1916-) received his B.A. (1946) from Morehouse College, his B.D. (1949) 
from Union Theological Seminary, and his Ph.D. (1958) from Columbia University. He was a professor 
of religion and philosophy at Knoxville College in 1956, though he left shortly thereafter to become a 
professor at Dillard University. In 1963 he became minister of Metropolitan Baptist Church in Detroit. 

To George Lawrence 

30 October 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Lawrence, executive chaimnan of I n  Friendship, had initiated a fund-raising 
campaign asking 1,200 churches to pledge $IO each week to the MIA "jor the duration 
of the emergency in  Montgomery. "Lawrence had intended to meet with King and 
Bayard Rustin during Kings 16 October stop at a New York airport, but illness forced 
him to ask by mail on 18 October for a list of M A  contributors. He also requested 
additional photographs of Coretta Scott King, who was scheduled to sing in  an 
upcoming fund-raising concert o n 5  December that also featured Duke Ellington 
and Harry Belufonte. 

407 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




